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understaffed and thay are under horrible political pressure to issue permits.” She also noled that
thare was only ong person in the state dealing with CAFO permits and no staff to monitor parmitted
facilities.

The petitioners were asking only that laws already on the bouks be enforced. Midwest
Environmental Advocates altormay Sarah Williams stated that "the pelitinners are not frying 1o get
rid of CAFQs, they're not trying 1o stop this industrial daity from sxpanding, what they wantis a
permit that protects their water and health.”

During the February case hearing, public testimony noted that 50 percent of the private wells tested
in Lincoln township, and 30 percent of the private wells tested in Kewaunee County, were
contaminated with £. coli and other contaminanis. Residents carmot use water from their wells for
drintking, cooking or bathing.

in his Oct 29 decision, Judge Jefferay Boldt ordered Kinnard Farms 10 begin groundwatsr
monitoring for poliutants at the bullding site. He ordered no less than six monitoring wells, two of
which miust monitor off-site fand-spraading of manure. It was also ardered that 2 mepdmum number
of animal units at the facility be noted on the parmit.

The DNR was ordered to modity the Kinnand Farms permit fo limit discharge of manure or
wastewater poffutants {0 navigable waters.

if, as spokesman Lee Kinnand siated, Kinnard Farms is “very committed 1o being responsible
stewands of those resources™ and “passionate about being responsible farmers,” why didn't they put
the petiioners’ requests in place two years ago?

Why didn't the DNR undertake a more tharough permitling process initially? Government agencies
should not have to be forced by citizens to enforce the law.

In a state where *moving forward” means gelting higger, the enviranment and public health always
seem to trumped by someone nesding W increase their profits. We are told that economic survival
depends on growth, no matter what business you ara in. Personally, | don't agrea.

There is somathing seriously wrong with society if profit for & few is put shead of public health.

And when the government refuses 1o enforce faws protecting the public, then thera is something
sariously wrong with the government.

Jim Gopdmar is & tairy farmer from Wonewac,
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